
The Third Commandment 

You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain (Ex. 20:7) 

As a reminder: 

 #1. You shall have no other gods before Me 

 #2. You shall not make for yourself a carved image… (35:30 – 36-1) 

Definitions from the Hebrew and Chaldee Dictionary 

take -  to lift, in a great variety of applications, lit. and fig, to accept, advance, arise 

name – a proper designation of a person, place or thing,  “to call on the name of the Lord” means to proclaim 

or praise the excellence of Yahweh, to worship Yahweh, or to summon Yahweh by name for help.” (YHWH = 

“the Lord” is found 7,000 times in the Old Testament.) 

vain – to rush over, false, uselessness (idolatry), in vain, empty, nothing, worthless, to no good purpose. 

It has become “acceptable” in our day to tolerate things that God does not. Maybe a reminder is in order – that 

if God spoke 10 basic commandments that are required from His people, and “not taking His name in vain” is 

one of the ten – then perhaps we should pay attention!  

Lev. 24:16 “whoever blasphemes the name of the Lord shall surely be put to death” 

Lev. 19:11 “…shall not swear by my name falsely, nor shall you profane the name of the Lord” 

Jer. 23: 25 – 27  false prophets who claim to speak for God are profaning His name 

Lev. 18: 20 – 22  adultery, child sacrifice, and homosexuality  - it profanes the name of God 

Lev. 22: 1 – 3 priests who offer sacrifices with uncleanness “profane My holy name” 

Mal. 1: 6 – 14  priests who offer inferior sacrifices profane the name of the Lord. 

                                So how did “watch your mouth” make the Top Ten? 

Ex. 3: 14   YHWH  -   I AM THAT I AM      [HE IS THAT HE IS] 

Ex 33: 19 – 23, 34: 6 - 8   - to hear His voice and know His name – that is enough! 

      Everywhere in Scripture the name of the Lord is exalted in the highest possible terms. 

Psalm 8: 1     O Lord, our Lord, How excellent is Your name in all the earth…  

Psalm 29: 2   Give unto the Lord the glory due His name… 

Mt. 6:9   Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name… 

Acts 4:12   Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by 

which we must be saved… 

Romans 10:13   For whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

Phil 2: 10-11 “…that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow…and that every tongue should confess that 

Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  


